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In Isaiah 58:11 it says, “The LORD will guide you always; He will satisfy your needs 
in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered 
garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.” The time I spent in Ukraine was a won-
derful experience. Their rich culture is filled with a history much longer than our own. 
Some of the conditions there, however, were not so wonderful. The village of Ivanivka, 
where I taught VBS, had no running water. Even if there was running water, we were 
told not to drink it because it was unsanitary. Midsummer on Ukrainian farms can be 
extremely hot. Day after day the sun sapped me of my energy. After nine days, I was 
feeling dehydrated. But what a great comfort Isaiah was to me! Not only did I know 
that God was going to 
keep me alive through-
out my stay but he 
would also guide me 
through this unknown 
land and keep me safe. 
An even better comfort 
was that God was  
watering my soul with 
the high quality water 
of His Word. Seeing 
our Ukrainian broth-
ers and sisters in Christ 
rejoicing in the same 
great news that we 
Americans rejoice in 
was such a great  
encouragement for 
me as a first year MLC 
pastor-track student. My experience over there has excited me to become a pastor.  
I don’t think I am capable of ever forgetting my experience in Ukraine or the friends  
I have made there. I’m so happy I was able to serve God in this way.

I want to thank Thoughts of Faith once again for this opportunity. When I signed up 
for Project Timothy at Luther Prep, I specifically did not sign up to go overseas because 
I wasn’t sure I could handle it. Imagine my surprise when I read that I would be going 
to Ukraine! Clearly God thought I could handle it. He certainly has a plan and a rea-
son for doing everything in our lives. It reminds me of Moses when he was called by 
God to stand up to Pharaoh and lead the Israelites. He didn’t think he could do it. This 
experience has given me a new perspective on life. I think the way it affected me the 

Ivanivka VBS volunteers with their host family.
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From the ELS

Ukraine

Educational Opportunities Abound!
When school’s in session, minds are stretching. At least 

teachers hope that their students’ minds are expanding as 
new concepts are grasped, new facts are absorbed, new 
questions are asked, new ways of understanding are formu-
lated. 

Education is all about growth. At Thoughts of Faith we’re 
not only interested in the mental, physical and emotional 
growth of those we serve, but we are primarily concerned 
with their spiritual growth. So we’re happy to share infor-
mation in this newsletter about recent Christian education 
opportunities among our affiliates.   
•	In Ukraine, another successful program of Vacation Bible 

School was conducted, linking willing US volunteer 
teachers with children in rural villages and busy cities. St. 
Sophia Seminary is up and running, too. 

•	In Czech Republic, Martin Luther School is in session 
with over 200 students. VBS was held for the first time 
in Plzen this summer, with Jenni Petersen and volunteers 
from Wisconsin in charge. Also, we welcome Harold and 
Jeanne Schewe as our “volunteer English teachers” in 
Plzen for September through November. 

•	In Latvia, confirmation 
classes for youth and 
adults are ongoing.

We’re grateful to God for 
the privilege of teaching 
Christian doctrine to our 
students. We’re doing our 
best to help them grow in 
the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18a). 
Let’s join in a prayer that 
God would bless our Sun-
day Schools, Lutheran El-
ementary and High Schools, 
our Colleges and Seminaries 
– here in the US and among our friends in eastern Europe!

Rev. Steven P. Petersen
Administrator
Thoughts of Faith

Rev. Steven P. Petersen

The Only Story that Matters 
Bathrooms, cars, paved roads, the ability to communicate, toys, read-

ily available drinking water, the truth that God’s Holy Christian Church 
is a worldwide one—perhaps too many of us have taken these things for 
granted. The nine days we spent in the village of Ivanivka allowed us to 
see our blessings at home more clearly, but we are not the only or even 
the favored recipients of God’s goodness. This trip also opened our eyes to 
see how he blesses the members of his body in other parts of the world.

Our group consisted of three recent graduates from Luther Preparatory 
School in Watertown, Wisconsin, and a pastor from Racine, Wisconsin. 
We led a VBS for more than 30 eager kids and teenagers from Ivanivka 
and a few nearby villages. While the language barrier was frustrating at 
times, teaching Bible lessons through a translator accomplished exactly 
what God promised: His Word will not return to him empty in any lan-
guage. 

We could tell many stories about VBS failures and victories, cute and 
troublesome kids, outhouses, spider hunting, uncomfortable car rides, 
Soviet-era missiles, goats, turkeys, roosters, and so on. The more lasting 
story, however, is the story of God’s grace, that through a tumultuous his-
tory he has preserved his Church in this small Ukrainian village. Worship-
ing on two Sundays in the small Ivanivka church (fewer than 15 people) 
provided a little glimpse of heaven—saints from different nations, tribes, 
people, and languages, standing before the Lamb and washed white in his 
blood. We will be joined with them again someday. And if we had any 
role in one of those 30+ kids being added to the great multitude in white 
robes, then that is the only story that matters.

Pastor Aaron Dolan
First Ev. Lutheran Church
Racine, WI

Typical Ukrainian car in Ivanivka.

Upper level class with volunteers and translator in 
Ivanivka.
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Ukraine

most was that it showed me that we can plan our lives all 
we want, but in the end God knows best, God has a plan, 
and God puts everything in our lives for a reason, even if we 
don’t know what that reason is right away.

I’m not sure how much you know about me, but I was 
born in Japan. I lived there until my family moved to Ohio 
when I was 13. My parents were missionaries there for  

20 years. The world’s a lot bigger than we realize some-
times. I know this because of my childhood; but my ex-
perience in Ukraine has made such an impact on me, I’m 
convinced I won’t be the same because of it. 

Justin Hieb
Luther Prep, Watertown, WI

Continued from page 1

Bible study in the summer is not just for kids. In Eastern 
Europe, volunteers give of their summer time to also teach 
adults.

St. Sophia Seminary in Ukraine offered its fifth annual 
Summer Quarter for pastors and theological students the 
last two weeks of June. Students came to study from five 
countries: Bulgaria, Norway, Belarus, The Transdnistrian  
Republic/Moldova, and Ukraine. President Paul Wendland 
of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and Pastor Andriy Honcha-
ruk of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church served as teachers.

The fact that pastors must now find secular employment 
to support their families caused this year’s enrollment to 
be the lowest yet. Some who attended had to take time 
off from their secular jobs. However, twelve men attended 
classes over the two weeks, nine pastors and three seminary 
students.

As part of St. Sophia’s service to sister churches in Eastern 
Europe, our rector spent the last two weeks of August in Al-
bania. Two men carry out the work of the Albanian Lutheran 
Church in the absence of any American missionaries or na-
tional pastors. These two meet each summer for two or three 
weeks of seminary-level study to prepare them for the day 
they can be ordained as full pastors. Their studies continue 
with weekly Internet classes throughout the year. Both of 
their wives also attend the classes and assist as translators.

To help pastors improve their skills in hope of finding 
a decent secular job, the ELS Board for World Outreach 
offers educational grants. So far, three Ukrainian pastors 
have taken the offer and are studying at secular schools. 
While no one thinks bi-vocational pastors are good for the 
growth and stability of the church, it seems there is no other 
alternative at present. To their credit, so far all the Ukrainian 
pastors have continued to serve their congregations in spite 
of this new hardship.

Bible study for adults isn’t limited to summer. That’s for 
sure. On August 22, St. Sophia Seminary opened its doors 
for another year of preparing new pastors. This year, four 
students are enrolled in the seminary-level. All four are in 
the second year of the theological level’s three-year curriculum.

All the above activities rely on the generous support of our 
American sponsors. We give our sincere thanks to all and 
assure you that your help is very much appreciated by those 

who are able to take advantage of it. This year’s Summer 
Quarter was supported in part by the mission offering of the 
students of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. We pray that the 
Lord will move others to offer generous support so that we 
will be able to hold Summer Quarter in 2012.

Rector John Vogt, St. Sophia Seminary, 
Ternopil, Ukraine

Vacation Bible School is Not Just For Kids

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary President Paul Wendland with Summer 
Quarter students.

Seminary class in Albania, Aug. 2011.
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Gift of Life – Ukraine

We receive many gifts during a life-
time, many of which we have grown 
to expect, but some are totally unex-
pected. God provides all of these gifts, 
none of which we deserve and some 
we do not understand. He provides 
many when we least expect them. Our 
trip to Ukraine to teach Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) was one such gift. The 
journey was filled with many expected 
gifts, but the Lord also provided one fi-
nal gift that was in no way anticipated 
and will bring joy to us for the rest of 
our lives.

The story begins when Mary and I 
were asked to join the group headed to 
Ukraine to teach VBS. You can already 
imagine the gifts we were expecting 
from the Lord as we traveled over a 
two day period to our final teach-
ing destination of Ivano-Frankivks in 
western Ukraine. First, there was the 
challenge of teaching God’s Word in 
a country where we did not speak or 
understand any of the language. Next, 
there was the opportunity to enjoy a 
foreign culture. Finally, there was the 
gift of seeing the Holy Spirit work in 
the hearts of the children and families 
that participated in VBS. We enjoyed 
all of these gifts and much more as we 
spent time interacting with our host 
family and other new friends during 
our stay.

Our experiences included two train 
rides across Ukraine accompanied by 
escorts who spoke very little Eng-
lish.  It was quite an adventure as we 
transitioned from a long plane ride to 
riding on buses, walking, catching the 
subway, hopping on the correct train, 
and finally finding Pastor Romanuic, 
who delivered us by car to our con-
gregation. It was an unforgettable 
experience but was made much easier 
knowing the Lord was guiding us every 
step of the way. The return trip was 
no less spirited, but then at least we 
knew what to expect. While in Ivano-
Frankivsk, we were guests in the home 
of  Pastor Romanuic, who was also my 
translator for VBS. Mary and I taught 
30-35 students each day. She had 10-
12 younger students, ages 4-8, and I 
had 19-23 students, ages 9-14. It was 
rewarding to watch each child’s faith 

grow as they listened to God’s Word, 
participated in VBS activities, and sang 
praises to the Lord. Not only were we 
accepted in the classroom, we were 
welcomed into their homes as part of 
their families. Pastor and his family 
made sure not a minute of our time 
was wasted. We spent every waking 
moment directly working on VBS or 
sampling all that this area of Ukraine 
has to offer. By the end of VBS, we 
were truly amazed at the work of 
the Holy Spirit as these students and 
families proclaimed their love for God, 
knowing they are saved through God’s 
grace and unconditional love.

It was very difficult to leave these 
new friends. Language and customs 
were no longer a problem as God’s 
Word had removed all barriers. The 
closing ceremony included a children’s 
concert where all of the children sang, 
along with a number of performances 
by individual students and parents that 
glorified God through music and song. 
Much of the music was played on 
traditional Ukrainian instruments. The 
event was so emotional that I could 
barely express my appreciation to the 
families that had made this VBS a suc-
cess. Luckily, Mary was able to step 
forward and let them know how close 
we had become as brothers and sisters 
in God’s family. We thank the Lord and 
Thoughts of Faith for providing us the 

opportunity to serve.
Earlier I mentioned one very unex-

pected gift from God. We have been 
blessed with three wonderful grand-
children, all boys. We hoped that 
someday the Lord would add a grand-
daughter to our family’s blessings. 
That blessing arrived while we were in 
Ukraine, but not in the expected way. 
Our host’s young daughter became 
very close to us while we shared their 
home for 8 days. When we were about 
to leave, she asked us if we would 
be her United States grandparents. I 
believe there are few blessings that 
compare to the wonderful joy of be-
ing a grandparent. There is uncondi-
tional love between grandparents and 
grandchildren that can only compare 
to the love that Christ has for all of us. 
Mary and I took suitcases full of VBS 
materials and other gifts to benefit this 
special congregation in Ukraine. Our 
suitcases were emptier but our hearts 
were filled with all the blessings God 
had given us. The greatest was the gift 
of a new granddaughter. Mary and I 
will be forever connected to Ukraine, 
both through the sharing of God’s 
Word and love for a special young 
lady.

Rich and Mary Witte
Watertown, WI

God’s Unexpected Gift

Julia Romanyuk, “adopted” granddaughter. Student playing the bandura, a traditional plucked-
string musical instrument from Ukraine.
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Gift of Life – Ukraine

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these”                                                                                                                            
Mark 10:14

Summer is a wonderful season to have rest. Time off in 
conjunction with learning something new and meeting new 
people is a triple pleasure. Children from the Kremenets 
area are always looking forward to the beginning of July 
because this is when USA volunteers come to the old town 
of Kremenets. This has become a good tradition. Volun-
teers have been coming here for several years in a row. 
This year Peter Buschkopf, Rebecca Schulz, Whitney Stibb, 
Jillian Finseth, Douglas Schulz and Beth Schwartz visited 
Kremenets. 

Volunteers arrived in Kremenets the evening of July 1. They 
visited our ULC church, Cross of Christ Lutheran, and be-
came familiar with the places where VBS was going to take 
place. The next day, Saturday, they went on an excursion 
to the city of Lviv. Since Beth was the only one who visited 
Kremenets last year, everyone was interested to learn Ukrai-
nian traditions and history and see how Ukrainians live.

After the church service on Sunday, the US volunteers and 
translators were introduced to the Cross of Christ members. 
Starting on Monday and every single morning through Sat-
urday, little children, teenagers and youth were in a hurry to 
get to our church on time, where at 9:00 the lessons started. 
Every day about 140 children came. They had the following 
lessons: Bible study, Art, English and music. Children were 
divided into four groups according to age. At the end of 
every day children brought home artwork which they made 
themselves, and what is more important– they were taking 
home new information about Jesus Christ while learning the 
Bible better. 

On the fourth of July, America’s Independence Day, vol-
unteers and their helpers shared a big cake which was a 

real work of art. A 
Ukrainian baker— 
I mean, artist—put 
the American and 
the Ukrainian na-
tional emblems on 
a “sweet towel” as 
a symbol of friend-
ship between the 
two countries. 

Time flew very 
quickly. On the next 
Sunday, we had to 
say good-bye to our American friends, but not before the 
ULC participants of VBS showed what they learned after the 
church service. It seemed like that week was too short. Par-
ents could not believe their children learned so many songs 
in Ukrainian and English which glorify our God during such 
a short period of time. Every group of children, together 
with the US volunteers, sang different songs. Then the vol-
unteers and their Ukrainian translators sang songs. How joy-
ful and yet solemn it was! At the end, all participants of VBS 
and the congregation members sang the Hospody Pomylui 
(Lord, have mercy on us).

With tears of sadness and some of gratitude, joy and hap-
piness, the children said good-bye to their new teacher 
friends from the USA. Parents were very thankful to the 
organizers of VBS and to the volunteers for their work, care 
and input for Ukrainian children. 

	
SEE YOU NEXT YEAR, VBS!

“Gift of Life” life center counselor
Nina Andreychuk
Kremenets, Ukraine. 

The American and the Ukrainian national 
emblems decorate a “sweet towel” .

A Triple Pleasure

News and Notes
Thanks to Pam Schultz for her years as Thoughts of Faith administrative assistant. Her recent assignments have in-

cluded organizing the newsletter and the ToF VBS program in Ukraine. We also thank Cliff Behnke, who has edited our 
newsletter in recent years. We welcome Jessica Fries as editor!

Thanks to Rev. Harold and Jeanne Schewe, who are serving as volunteer English teachers at Martin Luther School in 
Plzen, Czech Republic during September through November.

May we remind readers about the Ukrainian Lutheran Church humanitarian aid fund? This fund provides medical and 
other social assistance to members and pastors of the ULC. For example, one ULC pastor’s wife is undergoing cancer 
treatment at present and the fund helps pay for expensive injections. Gifts may be directed through Thoughts of Faith, 6 
Browns Ct., Mankato, MN 56001.

Thanks to all VBS volunteers and coordinators!
Delegates to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod convention gathered a generous offering for the Ukrainian 

Lutheran Church this summer. Many thanks!
2012 Ukraine Vacation Bible School Plans: Thoughts of Faith hopes to recruit volunteer VBS teachers from among 

ELS and WELS college students for the Summer 2012 VBS session. Older volunteers are also welcome to assist or to 
support the program with financial contributions to offset the expense for these students. Interested? Contact Rev. Steve 
Petersen at Thoughts of Faith or at spp@blc.edu.



6

Latvia

The Hard Truth and Big Glory
Once being outstanding in education, teaching and 

outreach, the Confessional Lutheran Church of Latvia has 
experienced a setback in recent years. Its educational tool, 
the Augsburg Institute (AI), had more than fifty students in 
its Catechism and Biblical language classes some years ago. 
More than ten teachers were trained in the Sunday school 
program, and there were lots of attendants in a broader 
educational program. The staff of AI was busy translat-
ing books, lecturing, and publishing a newspaper, Latvijas 
Luteranis (Latvian Lutheran), which was delivered to a 
broad spectrum of readers, even Roman Catholics, liberals 
and secular people. Its message was theologically sound, 
but at the same time challenging and provoking readers to 
rethink their intellectual position and abandon prejudices 
against confessional Lutheranism. Great contributions were 
brought to Latvian Lutheranism through guest lecturers from 
Lutherans of our fellowship in the US. Last but not the least, 
pastors of the Latvian Confessional Lutheran Church had a 
place to gather at the Institute, share their experience and 
find encouragement and other support. The Confessional 
Lutheran Church was strengthened and more than doubled 
as the result of AI activities. It was the time of big hopes and 
expectations. Of course, the Devil was not pleased with it 
at all, as one can imagine. He worked hard from inside and 
outside. The financial downturn of the US economy resulted 
in reduced support from US donors. The headquarters of AI, 
once filled with joyful confessional Christians, were bare 
and empty. Having lack of financial recourses, the AI board 
had to dissolve the institute. 

Some years have passed since then. There is no pub-
lic voice of confessional Lutherans being heard in Latvia 
anymore, to the great joy of Roman Catholics and liberal 
and pro-Catholic Lutherans. All pastors of the Confessional 
Lutheran Church have to fight for their daily bread, barely 
able to fulfill their regular pastoral duties. They meet very 
seldom, don’t study or write theological articles and books. 
Educational work in our church has been almost stopped 
and the numbers of church members are decreasing. At 
the same time, we don’t feel lost and abandoned. Our dear 
brothers and sisters from ELS and WELS have stood with us, 
supporting us and encouraging, helping with prayers and 

financial support. 
The Devil might roar and frighten us, there can be tough 

times, but the night will not last forever. The day of our Lord 
is coming! The Lord kills and He makes alive. He honors our 
dying because as servants we die together with Him. In this 
way, the man who hates his own life in this world and lives 
a new life together with Christ will keep his life in eternity. It 
is because there is no life apart from Christ, “for in Him we 
live and move and have our being” (Acts17:28).

Luther, in his exposition on the appendix to the First Com-
mandment, said:

“But, alas! Here is the failure, that the world believes 
nothing of this, nor regards it as God’s Word, because it 
sees that those who trust in God and not in Mammon suffer 
care and want, and the devil opposes and resists them, that 
they have neither money, favor, nor honor, and, besides, 
can scarcely support life; while on the other hand, those 
who serve Mammon have power, favor, honor, possessions, 
and every comfort in the eyes of the world. For this reason, 
these words must be grasped as being directed against such 
appearances; and we must consider that they do not lie or 
deceive, but must come true.” 

In this way, Doctor Luther points our attention to the great 
fact that the real is not what we see and touch, but what we 
believe on the basis of God’s Word. 

It is very difficult for us human beings to grasp that to love 
this life means to lose it. We simply hate such thoughts. It is 
no easier to believe that what seems like real glory for the 
world is just an appearance. It is because we have constant-
ly been taught by the world, flesh, and Satan that we need 
a better way than that given by the Lord. This unholy trinity 
encourages us to throw ourselves into the work of making 
the world a better place. This it calls true realism. What’s 
real is only what is right there in front of us – power and 
bread. All the rest is illusion. If the church wants to be useful 
for something, it has to take part in this great task of improv-
ing this world. But it can be done only by big churches. 
Isn’t that the reason why big churches are loved? The small 
ones can only confess their faith and suffer, but they cannot 
improve the world, they cannot have influence, and there-
fore they have value only in the eyes of the Lord. Only the 
Lord busies himself with counting the tears of the few and 

The Kekova congregation and their church. Pastor Plume is center, back row.

Continued on page 7
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Latvia

Ukraine

scattered ones; only the Lord thinks that dying gives life. 
The world believes in power and influence. Such thinking 
was present even in the minds of the apostles in their day. 
While the Lord wept over the Temple, they marveled how 
great it was. While the Lord spoke of dying, they were busy 
calculating which of them is greater and what positions they 
would receive in the new kingdom of Jesus. 

Dear brothers and sisters, in these tough times the Lord 
gives us encouragement for dying and living. What kind of 
dying is it? It is dying to false trust in power, money, num-
bers, success, and everything that is big for the world – in 

short, all that is flesh has to die. Then living comes. What 
kind of strange living is it? It is living in Christ, living in 
the preached Word, living in the word and water of Holy 
Baptism, living in the word of Holy Absolution, living from 
and together with the Lord’s flesh and blood of His Sacra-
ment. Therefore, we have not lost our faithfulness and good 
spirit, even if we will have to look for a better place than 
this world to study.

Pastor Ilars Plume
Kekova, Latvia

Continued from page 6

VBS 2011 in Kharkiv
This year, VBS was blessed by Jamie Hering, 

Miriam Hanson and Sarah Janke Dolan. The 
Ukrainian volunteer was Nadiya Borsch, a 17-year-
old member of our congregation. Thanks to the 
good preparation at the college, the girls were 
very good at witnessing about the Savior during 
the devotions and Bible classes, craft classes, and 
singing Christian songs. They were especially cre-
ative during Bible classes at dramatizing Bible sto-
ries. The Ukrainians were so surprised when one 
volunteer said:  “I do that naturally. That’s how my 
mother taught me. I just imitate my mom.”

Our congregation is very interested in VBS. VBS 
classes take place in such a season when faithful 
people are tempted not to come to the service regularly. 
Thanks to VBS, the beginning of July becomes the third most 
important time of the year for the Lutherans in Kharkiv (after 
Christmas and Easter). The arrival of the volunteers is always 
a good opportunity to invite guests to the service. This year, 
our worship service was visited by a famous Ukrainian 
writer, Stepan Sapelak, who is the winner of Shevchenko 
award, the biggest one in Ukraine, similar to the Pulitzer. 
In addition, Eugine Marchak, who is the soloist of Kharkiv 
national opera, his wife Oksana (soprano), and an ensemble 
of ancient music attended. After the worship service, the 

musicians greeted the guests and sang ancient liturgy and 
Ukrainian songs. 

Every day in Kharkiv was special for the volunteers. They 
celebrated Independence Day, visited a Bible group in 
Tyshky, which is close to Kharkiv, and took excursions in 
Kharkiv, such as visiting the palace in Sharivtsy village that 
belonged to a rich German sugar refiner.

After VBS on Saturday, the volunteers, together with Profes-
sor John Vogt, his wife Sandy and Pamela Shultz, who were 
responsible for VBS of 2011 in Ukraine, and the pastor of 
the congregation visited an orphanage for kids with central 

nervous system problems and whose parents have 
AIDs. The guests brought sweets for the older 
kids, diapers for the small ones and Christian 
children’s books. They also spoke with them. The 
ULC congregation in Kharkiv cooperates with 
the Ukrainian Bible Society, which brings the 
children footwear (they need them very much), 
literature, donates for Christian literature and 
prays for the day when the project, “Every orphan 
gets a toy and an MP3 player with a  
Children’s Bible and songs,” is realized. 

Pastor Viktor Khaustov
Kharkiv, Ukraine

Church service in Kharkiv led by Pastor Khaustov.

Mom and children working on crafts in Kharkiv.
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Czech Republic

For the first time in her history, the Czech Lutheran Church 
helped organize a Vacation Bible School for children, which was 
completely operated in the English language. True, one of the past 
summers St. Peter’s in Tlucna prepared a three-day long summer 
camp for children in the Czech language. But this year has brought 
the dawn of a new tradition for the Lord’s church around the Plzen 
area. Make no mistake, American English remains a huge attraction 
for both strangers and the people already connected to our church, 
such as the children and parents of our Martin Luther School. 

In the fall of 2010, a young and devoted Christian missionary and 
adventuress named Jennifer Petersen volunteered to come for three 
months and work for the Lord via our school and church projects. 
When she was leaving in December that year, she conceived the 
idea of a summer VBS. In the following weeks and months spent in 
the US, she was able to put together a team of five Christians who 
were all eager to come for a week in mid-summer and prepare ac-
tivities for children to help them “know Jesus and know Him better.” 

The group of leaders was truly versatile. It included Ed Kasper, a 
bearded middle-aged man with an affection for nature. He worked 
with the children on stone carving and T-shirt painting projects (see 
the pictures). Claire Natsis, a young lady with a wonderful voice 
and musical capabilities, devoted her time with the kids to singing 
children’s praises and practicing “physical exercise songs,” those 
songs where you stand up and sit down, move your hands in the air, 
etc. Jonathan Niemi, a young guitar-player and sportsman taught the 
Czech children many new ball games, such as Speedball, Lightning, 
etc. Clara Mae Nettesheim, a “grandma” in the team who, together 
with Jenni, read some selected stories from Jesus’ life to the children 
and assisted anywhere the need arose. 

The week-long VBS took place in the music room and the gym of 
our Martin Luther School in Plzen and the common theme running 
through all the activities was “Fishing.” It has brought happiness 
to the heart of this writer to hear, “I will make you fishers of men, 
if you come and follow me,” sung by the group of fifteen children 
in attendance. It was also a very diverse band. The youngest was a 
7-year old boy, Adam; the oldest a 16-year old girl, Krystina. But all 
of them were full of vim and vigor: Viky (8), Ben (13), Jero (10), Katy 
(10), Lucy (10), Kate (11), Misha (9), Eva (14), Ivana (14), Magda 
(11), Luky (10), Ondra (9) and Karolina (12). These children, each 
very different, learned one message that was true for each of them, 
no matter whether it was presented to them in English or in Czech: 
that many years ago, Jesus came from God, paid with His innocent 
blood to buy us back to our Father, and to share Himself with us as 
His children forever. With this in mind, He also calls us and en-
gages us to be “fishers of men,” to help save other straying sinners 
by bringing them the good news of Jesus. 

For He alone is and will for eternity be our Life. Him alone we ask 
to bless next year’s summer VBS in the Czech Republic as much as 
He did this first one. We are confident that He desires to do it. Will 
He find members of His body who would assist, support, encourage 
and do the work by His grace, in His name and for His glory? 
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Final presentation for the parents in St. Paul’s church.

Jon and Claire leading children in a singing lesson.

Jenni and Clara Mae engaging children in the T-shirt project.

Craft project: making a piece of stone into fish.


