2006 Vacation Bible
School Program

In 2001 Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, Wisconsin,
helped start the first structured Ukrainian Lutheran Church
(ULC) - Vacation Bible School (VBS) program, in Ternopil,
Ukraine, in conjunction with their “Project Timothy” program.
Since then a number of other school's mission outreach pro-
grams have participated in VBS. Other school programs that
are involved in the Thoughts of Faith/ULC-VBS are Michigan
Lutheran Seminary's “Project Titus” and Wisconsin Lutheran
High School's “Share the Mission.”  Students from Wisconsin
Lutheran College and Bethany Lutheran College along with
other student and adult volunteers from both the ELS and
WELS have participated in VBS. The ULC-VBS has certainly
been blessed over the past five years.

In 2005 we had a very successful VBS program that took 64
American volunteers to 13 different VBS locations in Ukraine.
They were able to share the precious Gospel message to some
750 children and adults.

Thoughts of Faith and participating schools have begun
preparations for the upcoming 2006 VBS program. This year
brings some exciting additions to the VBS. Volunteer groups
will be traveling to 12 VBS locations in Ukraine this summer.
In addition, two new countries will be holding their very first
VBS programs. The WELS mission in Russia has asked for two
groups to assist with VBS in Tomsk and Iskitim, Russia. One

2005 VBS class in Kamyanets-Podilsky, Ukraine

group will be going to Tiraspol, Moldova, at the invitation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Moldova.

Please help support these exciting evangelism opportunities
through the different VBS programs through the high schools
and colleges and Thoughts of Faith with your generous dona-
tions designated for VBS. These gifts will specifically be used
to support the different VBS programs. For more information
on VBS, please contact Larry Dilgard, toll-free at (877) 892-
4718, or by e-mail at larrytof@att.net.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
GivingPlus® and Simply Giving® Programs

Thoughts of Faith was recently approved as a partner with Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans. This partnership gives you two new ways to donate to
Thoughts of Faith.

Make a bigger impact with your dollars through Thrivent's GivingPlus®
program!

Now there's an easy way to increase your gift to Thoughts of Faith.
Through the GivingPlus® Program, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans con-
tributes $1 for every $2 that a Thrivent Financial member donates. (Certain
minimum and maximum limits apply.) For more information on how you can
use this program, contact Larry Dilgard at Thoughts of Faith, toll-free at
(877) 892-4718, or get an online copy of the gift form at www.thrivent.com .
In the “Help Center,” click on “l want to find,” then scroll to “Gift Matching.”

There is an easier, simpler way to make your donations to Thoughts of Faith
through Thrivent's Simply Giving® program.

The Simply Giving® program is designed to help you conveniently and con-
sistently give financial gifts to Thrivent partners of your choice. By participat-
ing in the program, you can use electronic funds transfer to make your contri-
butions. You do not need to be a Thrivent member to use Simply Giving®. To
learn how you may participate, visit the Thrivent Financial Web site at
www.thrivent.com. Click on Fraternal Programs, Church & Community
Programs, Simply Giving. Or Contact Larry Dilgard at Thoughts of Faith toll-
free at (877) 892-4718 for more information or to sign up for Simply Giving®.

What Your Donations
Help Support

Thoughts of Faith received the following letter
of gratitude from the Kremenets Regional
Communal Psychoneurological Sanatorium for
Children in Kremenets, Ukraine. Your donations
to Thoughts of Faith help to support this orphan-
age for children.

“The administration and children express their
sincere gratitude for the humanitarian aid of
food, cloths, shoes, games and candy that the
children received for the New Year and
Christmas celebrations as well as sponsor help
to purchase textbooks and 30 bed-side tables
that were given to us through the Kremenets
congregation of the Ukrainian Lutheran
Church....we are grateful that with God's mercy
and blessing you take care of our children. May
God's mercy never leave your hearts and your
guardian angels always protect you.

We wish you and your families prosperity and
happiness, peace and harmony.”

Yaroslav Lysakovsky
Chief Doctor



Ukraine - Ukrainian Lutheran Church

Book of Concord Released in Ukrainian

Recently, my computer was attacked
by a virus in an attached file. Someone
sent it to me, most likely unknowingly.
Norton AntiVirus™ caught the virus and
removed it. | praised the Lord for the
men who have created and update this
AntiVirus™ software to keep my com-
puter system intact. Otherwise all my
work could be partially or even com-
pletely destroyed.

The Bride of Christ, His Church, has
been attacked by viruses of false doc-
trines many times. False teachers often
tried to diminish the Gospel of salvation,
the precious Good News that we are
saved through faith in Christ alone. But
our gracious Lord was raising church
doctors who were fighting those deadly
viruses with our confessions. The con-
fessions were formed on the scriptures,
the inerrant Word of God. The Church
was healed, protected, and strength-
ened. The greatest Confessions of the
Church were assembled and written at

Bishop V'yacheslav Horpynchuk at the celebration of the
release of the Book of Concord.

the time of the Reformation led by the
“Doctor of the Church,” Martin Luther.
How thankful we are to our Lord for Dr.
Luther and all the Reformation Fathers
whose writings are recorded in the Book
of Concord, our precious Lutheran con-
fessions!

After seven years of work, supported
by the Lutheran Heritage Foundation, on

January 15th, 2006, a week after the
January 7th Eastern Orthodox Christmas,
the Ukrainian Lutheran Church celebrat-
ed the release of the Book of Concord.
It is difficult to imagine a more impor-
tant Christmas gift for Christ and His
Church in Ukraine than the one we
have received in the Book of

Concord. In attendance
were: Dr. Robert Rahn

of the Lutheran

Heritage Foundation,

Mr. Daniel Browning,

a Thoughts of Faith

board member and his wife
Linda, Mr. Mark Schwan, a
Thoughts of Faith board member, Pastor
William Ziebel from South Dakota, and
Mr. Kermit Traska the Executive Director
of Thoughts of Faith. These men and
many Ukrainians praised the Lord for
the wonderful deed completed in
Ukraine through the translation and
publication of this volume. After the fes-
tive worship service hun-
dreds of people joyfully
received the Book of
Concord in Ukrainian
with signatures of transla-
tors, editors, reviewers
and all those who have
participated in making
sure our Church is more
established in the
Lutheran confessions.
While addressing those
gathered at Resurrection
Lutheran Church in Kyiv,
Mr. Browning said,
“Thoughts of Faith offers a
prayer that God would
use the Lutheran confes-
sions in the Ukrainian lan-
guage as a tool for
strengthening the
Ukrainian Lutheran
Church within, as a wit-
ness of the unity the
Ukrainian Lutheran Church shares with
confessional Lutherans worldwide, and
as a testimony of God's truth in Jesus
Christ to all who speak the Ukrainian
language.”

The Ukrainian Lutheran Church was
brought back to life through the preach-
ing of the Gospel supported by Thoughts
of Faith mission society. Almost 40 con-

"We need to check
what we believe, teach
and confess with the
Bible every day."

gregations and mission stations all over
Ukraine are led by more than 20
Ukrainian pastors. These men need to
be well equipped and the Book of
Concord is one piece of that vital equip-
ment. It is vital for the Confessional
Church, the Church that recognizes
Lutheran confessions, because they are
the true exposition of the Word of God.
The Church can now
defend her faith in the

Lord Jesus more

effectively. Our con-

fessions are more

vital for the Church

than Norton
AntiVirus™ is for a com-
puter. They have been avail-

able in German, Latin, English, and in
other languages, and now they are avail-
able in Ukrainian, the language native
to about 48 million people.

We live in the end-times. We need to
check what we believe, teach and con-
fess with the Bible every day. There is
no better tool to help keep the viruses of
false doctrines out of the Lutheran con-
fessions than the Book of Concord.
Praise be to God it is available now to
Ukrainian. St. Paul writes:

“Though | am free and belong to no
man, | make myself a slave to everyone,
to win as many as possible. To the Jews
| became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To
those under the law | became like one
under the law (though | myself am not
under the law), so as to win those under
the law. To those not having the law |
became like one not having the law
(though I am not free from God's law
but am under Christ's law), so as to win
those not having the law. To the weak |
became weak, to win the weak. | have
become all things to all men so that by
all possible means | might save some. |
do all this for the sake of the gospel, that
I may share in its blessings.”

(1 Corinthians 9:19-23 NIV).

The Book of Concord is now pub-
lished in Ukrainian. Praise be to God for
the Book of Concord and for the many
people who support the spread of our
precious Lutheran Confessions through
preaching and teaching of the Word of
God in our congregations and mission
stations around Ukraine!

Rev. V'vacheslav Horpynchuk, Bishop
Ukrainian Lutheran Church



